Decision making in prevention and treatment of arterial leg ulcers: use of patho-flow diagramming.
Ulceration is a serious outcome of arterial occlusive disease. The nurse must learn when interventions are appropriate and under what conditions. One method that is useful for decision making by the advanced nurse or for teaching of decision making to the novice nurse is the use of patho-flow modeling. Patho-flow modeling was devised at the University of Texas-El Paso, for use in teaching students critical thinking and decision making. It adapts well to specific disease entities. This article elaborates on the model and provides an annotated model for use in the practice setting.